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von 1975-2008 “I love Shirley, I've
loved Shirley for decades. She was
a wonderful woman. I miss her.
She’s going to live 1n the hearts of
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people for a long time.”. Shirley
died 1n 2008 at the age of 45. The
cause of her death was said to be a
pulmonary embolism, a blood clot
in the lung that severed a
pulmonary artery. Her death was
announced in November 2008 and
was accompanied by a statement
from her longtime manager of nine
years, manager Aimee Strand,
saying, “Our hearts go out to all of
Shirley’s loved ones and friends
during this difficult time.” Her first
major success as a recording artist
came 1n 1983, when she made her
first for the Motown label: the song
“Dream Weaver,” which went on to
reach the Top 20. “Dream Weaver”
was the lead track on her
eponymous debut album. The same
year, she created what would




become one of her best-known and
most frequently covered songs, the
ballad “Endless Love,” which was a
huge international hit. “Endless
Love” was a number one Billboard
Hot 100 hit, peaking at number
three in the UK and 1s listed as the
fifth best-selling single in UK chart
history.. During the 1980s, Shirley
recorded a string of hit singles,
including “After the Lovin’,”
“Never Too Much,” “Got a Hold on
Me,” “Easy as It Seems,”
“Promises” and “Angel.” With the
popularity of Madonna’s “Material
Girl” videos and hip hop artists like
Prince and Michael Jackson,
glamour and dance routines, which
Shirley helped popularize, were 1n
high demand. But even as she was
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