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... I stood on the bank of the river and watched the ice floes go by. The river was wide and full-
flowing, with many small islands. Somewhere out there, on the other side of the river, lay a village.
I didn't see her, but I knew that there was a house where I would live. I felt warm and calm. I knew

that my family, my beloved woman, was waiting for me there. I was sure that not one, that there
were three of us. And now we are all together. I looked at the floating ice floes and smiled. I was

happy. Just one thought that haunted me
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