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late Thursday to block the EPA from defining carbon pollution as a
pollutant and requiring energy companies to report emissions and

meet federal limits on greenhouse gas emissions from fuel sources.
The "Keep Our Air Clean" amendment to an energy bill by Sen. Joe

Manchin (D-W.Va.) blocked the EPA from using the so-called
endangerment finding to mandate greenhouse gas reductions under
existing law and to expand the agency’s power to regulate carbon

emissions under the Clean Air Act. The House passed the energy bill
earlier this week. Despite the amendments, the House still includes a
number of provisions that are widely considered trade protections for

coal and oil companies. While the House bill is the first to contain
such provisions, opponents have said they will continue to work to

strip out the provisions. “This bill is filled with dangerous and
extreme provisions that would threaten the viability of our coal

industry," John Vorys, president of the American Coalition for Clean
Coal Electricity, said in a statement. "The bill will increase carbon

dioxide pollution and empower unelected bureaucrats to dictate
energy policy. We urge the House to reject this bill and move

forward with a comprehensive energy bill that will address America’s
energy future.” The amendments were added to the energy bill as part

of a continuing effort by Democrats to block EPA rules that would
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force companies to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the
burning of fuels. Under existing law, EPA can only regulate

greenhouse gas emissions under the Clean Air Act if the agency finds
that existing sources are harming public health or welfare. The EPA
had made clear that it will regulate greenhouse gas emissions under
that law. The EPA this month finalized its finding that greenhouse

gases endanger public health and welfare. The agency proposed that
greenhouse gases and carbon dioxide should be classified as

pollutants under the Clean Air Act and that greenhouse gas emissions
should be regulated under existing laws. But opponents say that

having greenhouse gases be regulated under the Clean Air Act would
force energy companies to cut emissions even though they consider
carbon dioxide emissions to be beneficial. They argue that forcing
companies to cut emissions means that the companies will have to

install technologies to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide, a
greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming. The largest

greenhouse gas contributing to global warming is carbon dioxide,
which
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